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The Work for Women 
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» Members of Parhament. 

i ie 

Bt > When the woman voters of to-day were babies public opinion 


agitated itself upon such questions as to whether it was proper 
or not to ride on the tops of omnibuses, or upon bicycles at all. 
_ Now, the woman of thirty who fulfils certain conditions may have 
a Parliamentary vote, whilst most British women of twenty-one 
or over—if not subject to certain disabilities—have also the 
right to become candidates for membership of the House of 





if Commons. 

ay The very fact that many women who are eligible as Members 
Be are not themselves able to be voters is a graphic and telling 
Neh illustration of the illogical, yet legal tangle that woman’s posi- 
q tion is in at present. Women are still under many legal dis- 





















abilities. However, there is nothing to be despondent about, 

because they also have the power to remove every one of them 
as soon as they choose to do so by the use of their constitutional 
tool, the vote. It is in no spirit of sex hostility that it may be 
; confidently suggested that the most effectual way of marshalling 
- woman’s elective power would be by the promotion of a large 
- number of parliamentary candidatures of women in elections, 
_ whether by- or general. It is not that the vast majority of men 
deliberately wish to neglect or to stifle women’s interests, now- 
-adays, but that, simply because they are men, they do not ade- 
“quately measure and understand just those qualities which differ- 
entiate women from men. Parliament is supposed to mirror 
he nation; but if one half of the nation is represented entirely 
ya sex to which it does not belong, the reflection can never be > 
L ka one nor to be relied upon. Furthermore, it will be 


r be URE by the new electorate of some eight and a 

uillion women. Women will give; and they will get. 

ice women obtained the vote it is notable that great re- | 
ve followed in their favour. - Every lay and civil pro- 

i Open to them, although absolute equality in the 
yet far from being conceded. In return service 


‘ properly required of women. Every office 










































in the State is open to women, from tenure of the Imperial Crown iy 
down to justiceships of the peace, with the exception (in practice) 
of the Privy Council.* 

But when women further examine their present status within 


the realm, they find they are still subject to a number of unneces- 
sary and ‘artificial disadvantages. If*women promote the en- 
trance of some of their own number into Parliament, it will obvi- 4 
ously be with the intention of removing those grievances. The Ante 
gravest political injustice at the present moment is undoubtedly ‘sa 
the exclusion of women between 21 and 30 from _ political “¢F 


enfranchisement. As these women form the bulk of the indus- 
trial womanhood of Great Britain, the grievance is far-reaching . 
in its effect. Equal industrial laws as between men and women ag 
need not be expected whilst the political balance is so heavily = 
weighted against the younger working woman. . a 
She is voteless. Therefore it is an easy matter to drive her 
out of industry by such legislation as the Pre-War Practices 
(Restoration) Act, a measure whereby the full power of masculine 
Trade Unionism was used against women workers. If such 4 
women were really awake to their own interests they would not ie 
rest until legislation had been secured whereby the Constitution | 
and Rules of every Trade Union would become subject to Parlia- (a 
mentary scrutiny, and zpso facto void and illegal if any differ- ; 
entiation against women on the ground of sex appeared therein. age 
But women may rest assured that men alone in Parliament will 
never carry this out. ae 
Nor is the age disqualification the only hardship inflicted by 
the Representation of the People Act, of 1918, whereby many — 
more men and some women obtained votes. The conditions " 
attaching to the grant of the vote to women over 30 are most | 
unsatisfactory. Marriage to a voter should never have been made 
the main qualification in a community so heavily depleted of its _ 
menfolk by war, The seli-supporting young woman who lost — 
her fiancé in the war and who does not happen to reside in the 
unfurnished rooms required by the Representation of the People 
Act, should not have her loneliness emphasised by the State’s 
refusal to recognise her as a voter. Nor should a High School 
Mistress who chooses to live in furnished apartments instead of 
unfurnished rooms be thereby disfranchised. Equally improper — 
is the denial of the vote to the shop assistant living-in, and to the 


* It is noteworthy that under the Sex Disqualification (Removal) 
1919 Orders in this Council were to regulate the entry of women into ce 
parts of the Civil Service, and that the Orders so drafted , exclusively by 
have proved very unsatisfactory to the women Civil Servants’ affe ect 
Whether there be a logical connection between this and the present ent: 
masculine composition of the Council is a matter for argument. Bu 
certain that whilst this Council remains closed to women, the or ‘ 
their exclusion unfairly exposed to a charge of disregarding the spir 
Sex Disqualification ‘Removal’ Act; which, after all, is the nearest 
to a charter that women have:so far receiv ed. 
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hospital nurse. The Representation of the People Act has worked 
out so unfairly that it needs a general overhauling and wholesale 
ae amendment. The first question we eball put to our woman can- 
eae didate will therefore be :— 





If elected, will you press for the 
equal Enfranchisement of Women 
with Men at the earliest possible 
moment? 


Still further examination of woman’s position reveals addi- 
‘tional serious disadvantages. In every one of the following 
respects men are even yet favoured above women, viz :— 


Politically, 
Economically, 
Socially, 
Educationally , 
Professionally , 
Industrially and 
Morally. 


Not that the sex favouritism necessarily always does men 

real good. Far from it. The lower rates of payment of women 

_ for equivalent work may drive men out of a given vocation. 

The unequal standard of morality may decimate men as well as 

women by the scourge of venereal disease. The establishment 

of absolute equality in all these respects will injure no man, save 

the deliberately evil-minded by restricting his powers of oppres- 

sion. The Second question for our Women Candidates will 
therefore be :— 









Will you subpart Legislation to 
establish the full equality of status 
mewcen Men and Women im the 
| _ following and all other respects? 


(a) POLITICAL 
(s) ECONOMIC 

(c) SOCIAL 

(d) EDUCATIONAL 
_. (¢) PROFESSIONAL 
 (f) INDUSTRIAL 
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It will be as well tofbe quite clear as to exactly what we mean —_—- 
by this omnibus question, because abstract terms cam be inter- - 
pretated in so many ways. The Women’s Freedom League after 
careful consideration has attached a precise meaning to at least 
four of these adjectives. - To take them in their order as above, 
by political equality they mean, not only equal enfranchisement, 
as already indicated, but also the opening of all the great political 
offices to women whenever and wherever a suitable and duly 
qualified woman is available whose qualifications outweigh those 
of all the candidates, for the post. Vice-Royalties, Governor- 
ships, High Commissionerships, the Privy Council and the 
Diplomatic and Consular Services, should all be open to women, 
So should any other offices under the State,* Pages in any 
Almanac such as Whittakers’ are full of the names of men holding 
practically 90 % of all the positions worth noting within the 
State. Does anyone suggest that men have a proportionate 
share of the ability ? 

It is obvious that no Reform of the House of Lords could 
possibly satisfy women unless such scheme provided for 
the inclusion of suitable women, whether of senatorial standing 
or peeresses in their own right. 

Another aspect of woman’s political inequality affecting 
tens of thousands of women most cruelly is the fairly recent | 
legislation (i.e. of 1870) whereby British women who marry aliens 
compulsorily become of the same nationality as their husband. 
At any rate whether they acquire their husband’s nationality or 
not, they lose their birthright of British nationality. The war 
showed us how cruelly this could deprive such women of social] — 
consideration, livelihood, enfranchisement and of everything 
making life even tolerable. The law is a relatively newone, — 
and its absurdity may be fully seen by the fact that had Queen | 
Victoria’s marriage taken place after it and not before she would 
have been legally German and presumably incapable of reigning - 
unless re-naturalised! It also most cruelly separates mother 
and child, for a British born woman married to a German is a 
German, whilst her half-German child born in England is British. | Wi. 

The Women’s Freedom League also stands for the full and — i 
equal enfranchisement of women throughout the British Empire,’ ih 
e.g., India, South Africa, Malta, etc. coe 


A candidate therefore who answers Question 2 (a) in the affirm- cnt 
ative has given a pledge to press for the opening of all political — 
offices for women and the repeal of all legislation forcibly depriving 
British women of their nationality upon marriage to an alien. By ne 


Economic Equality. 


Question 2 (b) requires promotion of the economic equ 
ef women. This means, of course, so far as Paahiamaete ce 
















nay 


* Such as Commissionerships of Prisons. 
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ie with the matter. It certainly can do so in all the great public 
% services controllable by itself or by local administration such as 
_ the Civil Service and Teaching; constant watchfulness could also 
_ be exerted to insert an equality of payment clause wherever prac- 
ticable in Government contracts. Women should also have the 
', same range of promotion as men with possibilities of exchange 
and widening of the horizon of service. Gross and glaring injus- 
____ tice also results from the present practice of assessing the income 
_. of married couples as one income, and returning the rebate, if 
Mt any, to the husband. This practice directly contravenes the 
spirit and possibly the letter of the Married Women’s Property 


Act of 1884. The remedy women demand with increasing insis- 
___, tence is the separate assessment and treatment of married persons’ 
_-_- property and income. bis. 8 


ai The position of the widow also needs far more consideration. 

__ -Her cruel lot could be vastly improved by Civilian Widows’ 

_ Pensions and an improved system of relief under the Poor Law. 

ae Question 2 (b) therefore implies the pledge that the candidate 

when elected would press for the abolition of sew differentiation im 

‘payment and promotion, and of the practice of assessing a married 

* a woman’s income as her husband’s, together with the redress of all 
other sex economic disabilities attainable by legislation. 


™ Social Equality. 
ve Social’ Equality, as demanded in Question 2 (c) is a wide 
-_ term, covering the repeal or amendment of all legislation prescrib- 
ing an inferior status of woman to man in family life. The inher- 
itance laws and those of the closely related practice of primogen- 
iture are prejudicial to women. The marital rights of the husband 
exceed those of the wife. The present arrangements as to 
- Guardianship of Children are not equal enough to be satisfactory 
to women. Improvements of the Bastardy Laws in the direction 
. bat full equality between the unmarried mother and father 
would also be covered by this clause. Divorce Law Reform is 


now in process. Its results if, and in so far as inequalities be- 
deine men and women may remain must be scrutinised and 
















~ Legislation for the protection of child life and welfare needs 
Poh strengthening, especially in the direction of more effective 
eterrents for assaults upon children. 


The candidate therefore who answers Question 2 (c) in the 
rmative has pledged herself to work for full social equaltty in the 
sense of the preceding paragraph, between men and women. 


; Moral Equality. 
‘e remains the vitally important moral question. It is 
y too nopueh, to say that every department of arin life 


6 
is detrimentally affected by the insufficiently high moral standard 
of the community more or less tolerated and condoned by much 
of the existing legislation and administrative practices. ~ 

The age of consent at which boys and girls may be held to 
have acquiesced in their own undoing is scandalously low, viz. 
16 years. This age of consent should immediately be raised to at 
least eighteen years. We may expect much legislation dealing 
with morals and health in the next few years, and to one guiding 
principle women should hold firm—that neither State recogni- 
tion nor State regulation of vice should ever be tolerated. No 
laws should be promoted which do any of the following things :— 






1. Make women as a whole or any special set of women 
(e.g. prostitutes or those accused of soliciting), a class lable 
to special regulations, penalties, or administrative measures. 


2. Regulate prostitution in any way; or compel pros- 
titutes to submit to compulsory medical examination. | 
Wherever these things have been tried they have proved 
complete failures. Regulation has never et ama! | 
venereal disease. ' 


3. Allow tolerated brothels whether for the use of ( 
soldiers (e.g. at Cayeux in France when Mr. Macpherson was i. 
Under Secretary of State for War) or any similar state of 
affairs under the guise of Indentured Labour in British 
Dominions, wherein Indian women have often been most 
shamefully treated. 


4. Imply that the State will allow Local Author- 
ities to make provision for people who intend to expose 
themselves to the risk of venereal infection, or imply — 
that the State expects people by indulging in immorality thus 
to expose themselves. 


- 
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All this, with the exception of the raising of the age of __ 
consent, may seem merely negative. That is not so. In the © 
first place we cannot build a clean social system with so much 
moral wreckage cumbering the site as is now there. The positive | i. 
. construction which can be carried out upon a clear field will bee a ae 

wholesome, decent educational and recreative policy for our — 
young people whereby morality may be built upon the only sure: Bs 
foundations ,—knowledge, self-discipline and trained will-power. : ‘a 
The up-bringing, home environment, school, workshop, factor Xie 
and office all need improvement, Decent housing conditions m ist 3 
be available, and in the wider public life into which Wome p 
now entering there will be scope for all kinds of voluntary a 
state ameliorative effort. By the time that every young wom 
goes through her teens with a trained mind, having an out 
towards responsible citizenship, a decently paid occupation, 8 
a leisure well spent there will be indeed few recruits for the | 
of prostitution. aie 





, : ‘1 
% : 
Nt : The candidate who answers Question 2 (g) therefore will pledge 
herself to work hard for the raising of the age of consent and the 
j abolition of everything regulating, condoning, or tolerating any 


form of prostitution by the State. 


As everyone confidently expects that Parliament will soon 
have large numbers of women upon its roll, it is entirely reason- 
able to anticipate the day when women will become Cabinet 
Ministers and Under Secretaries of State. Their humbler sisters 
will look to such women with every trust that the sweets of office 
will not teach them to forget the main reason for which they were 
first sent to Parliament. So the third great question for women 
candidates will be: 


If promoted to office will you 
exercise your administrative powers in 
the spirit of full equality between the 
sexes? 


. An affirmative reply to this means that the candidate, if ever 
‘ elected a member and called to take either a subordinate position 
‘in a great office, e.g., to become Under: Secretary to the Foreign 
Office, or to enter the Cabinet, e.g., aS Health Minister, will hold 
the scales fair and true between men and women, neither favour- 
ing men because of bad old tradition, nor favouring women ‘be- 
eause the Minister is herselfa woman. Merit, not sex, should 
be her only criterion in dealing with subordinates, departmental 
appointments, and administration generally. 

There are many other public questions upon which tha 
Women’s Freedom League does not seek to bind women candi- 
dates in advance. The only questions which concern us as a 
‘League are in regard to the equality of women with men. | 

The election addresses of women. candidates will be read with 
__ the deepest interest, for it is far from being the desire of the 
League that women M.Ps. are to restrict themselves merely to 
the promotion of sex-equality and ignore wide political .consid- 
erations. But as the:membership of the League is drawn from 
ee every possible political standpoint and as most of these problems 
_ have various party aspects, it is practically impossible to draft 
questions acceptable to all alike. All women can unite upon 
a : certain wide issues such as those we have briefly detailed, but 

on most others, opinions will differ profoundly. It is to be 
- expected and even hoped that women will be found shortly in the 
House of Commons within the ranks of all parties. It is equally 
be hoped that upon the fundamental issue of the. dignity of 
anhood they will be able to work, regardless of party, 
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WOMEN’S FREEDOM LEAGUE 
144, High Holborn, W.C. 1 


OBJECT. 
Full equality in every direction of women with men. 


MEMBERSHIP. 
Open to all women who approve the objects of the League. 
Annual Minimum Subscription, is. 


Every Progressive Woman 


should read 
“THE VOTE” 


The organ of the Women’s Freedom League, 
for all political news of the week especiaily 


affecting women. 


EVERY FRIDAY - ONE PENNY. 


‘Twelve Months, 6/6 ; Six Months, 3/3, post’ free. 


If you wish to have more Women M.Ps. you can help 
by :— 
1.) Joining the Women’s Freedom 
League. 


(2) Sending a donation to its Funds. 


E. KNIGHT, 
(Hon. Treas., Women’s Freedom League.) 


144, High Holborn, W.C.1. 
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Please tear off and return. 


d { Donation 
-asa 


f enclose the sum of £ S. Annual Subseription 


to the Women’s Freedom League. 


To the Hon. Treasurer, 
Women’s Freedom League, 
144, High Holborn, W.C.1. 


If desired the contribution may be earmarked for the 
‘*Women in Parliament’’ Fund of the League and it may be 
further confined to supporting women of a particular party or 
one particular woman candidate. But it must be clearly under- 
stood that the League supports no woman in respect of her Party, 
but solely with regard to her attitude towards women’s questions. 
The Women’s Freedom League is not in any sense a party organ- 
isation. 


